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YEAR IN REVIEW
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As the year comes to an end, we put together an annual review of
some of the major changes in fiscal laws and regulations, as well as a
number of major announcements in various countries.
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YEAR IN REVIEW
2020 ▬▬▬▬▬▬
Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It
has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it
over 2000 years old.
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AUSTRIA


REDUCED TAX RATE

The applicability of the reduced tax rate of 5% in the hotel and camping industry, in gastronomy, in the area
of publications, and on cultural and artistic activities will be extended until December 31, 2021. In the area
of publications, newspapers and other periodical publications are excluded from this extension.


PROMOTION OF CONTACTLESS PAYMENTS IN ORDER TO PREVENT AND FIGHT CORONAVIRUS

Due to covid-19, many people currently prefer to pay for their purchases by card rather than cash to avoid
being infected with the coronavirus.
Up to now, customers can make contactless payments with ATM cards and credit cards in Austria up to a
purchase amount of EUR 25. The retail trade, in particular, had pushed for higher ceilings in order to avoid
coronavirus transmission during payment transactions. Card companies now want to change that by raising
the upper limit for contactless payments without entering a PIN to 50 euros.

BELGIUM

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE IN REGARD TO APPLICATION USED FOR
ORDER PLACING
The coronavirus crisis has resulted in the increased development of applications used for order placing in
the hospitality sector. Such applications must be considered as a cash register system in each of the
following situations:
 on tickets from bar and/or POS printers or on the operator's screen/tablet, in addition to the
number and description of the item, the prices are also included
 the customer can pay on the basis of the aforementioned tickets or after consulting the operator's
screen/tablet
 the customer can pay directly through the app
For catering businesses that are subject to the obligation of an SCE, this means that the app they use
 must be certified as a cash register system (SCE) and must communicate with the black box (FDM)
or
 that it communicates directly with their existing SCE (integration via API).
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If the app is limited to showing the menu card and the use of the app does not offer the possibility of paying
for the restaurant service, then it is not considered as a cash register system.


ELECTRONIC INVOICING IN BELGIUM BY 2025

According to the government, it is expected that with the accelerated digitization of society and business
environments, e-invoicing will become more important, and more transparency in economic transactions
will be required.
By 2025, e-invoicing will therefore be expected to be the norm in Belgium.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA


FEDERATION OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA (FBiH): NEW FISCAL RULES

The Government of FBiH expressed the need to improve the fiscalization system. The aim is to establish a
comprehensive way of recording turnover and to enable sending of data of each transaction to the Tax
Administration.
Among the many advantages, the upgraded system will introduce combinations of software and hardware
fiscalization, ensure real-time delivery of all indicators that will be available immediately (no longer than
five minutes) on the Tax Administration server and will remain stored in the device memory available for
the control authorities.
The new system also addresses the issue of recording turnover for those businesses and small businesses
that have a specific way of selling goods, such as distance selling via the Internet (online).
Finally, the new models of fiscal devices will enable the printing of QR codes on the fiscal invoice through
which every citizen can check the correctness and validity of his fiscal invoice using a mobile application.
If entering the market, new devices will become mandatory from January 1st, 2021, but the new
fiscalization model will not be implemented before January 2022.


THE REPUBLIC OF SRPSKA (RS): NEW FISCAL RULES

The RS Ministry of Finance said that the transition to the new system of fiscalization in RS would eliminate
the shortcomings in practice, enable the suppression of the gray economy, and provide better business
conditions. It would be beneficial to both business entities and citizens.
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Working Group for Fiscalization analyzed several fiscalization models, such as the one in Serbia, Croatia,
and Belgium, and, based on that, proposed a change in the fiscalization model.
The basis of the fiscalization model should be a digital certificate, real-time communication with the Tax
Authority, and direct fiscalization of each receipt on the Tax Authority server, as it is in Croatia, the Czech
Republic, and Slovenia.

BULGARIA


VAT ACT CHANGES: SALES MANAGER SOFTWARE (SUPTO) IS OFFICIALY OPTIONAL

The Supreme Administrative Court revoked the texts of Ordinance № Н-18 for registration and reporting
sales through fiscal devices, the requirements for software, and requirements for persons who make sales
through an e-shop.
Changes in the VAT Act related to the abolition of the requirements of SUPTO and the transformation of
the regime from mandatory to voluntary were voted in parliament. The requirements for the producers
and distributors of SUPTO to declare the software in NRA are eliminated.
Further, developments regarding this topic are expected through January and February next year when
the new regulation is expected to be published in the Official Gazette.

CROATIA


QR CODE AS A MANDATORY FISCAL RECEIPT ELEMENT

Starting from January 1st, 2021, QR code will be a mandatory element of fiscal receipt. QR code is a twodimensional code that contains a record of a particular data set. It is created by the taxpayer. And, it will
be used by citizens in the procedures of checking receipts.


FISCALIZATION OF SALES THROUGH SELF-SERVICE DEVICES FROM JANUARY 1, 2021

In order to implement the fiscalization procedure via self-service devices, the taxpayer is obliged to enable
the use of software for electronic signing of sales messages and to provide a connection (Internet) for
electronic data exchange with the Ministry of Finance, Tax Administration. Therefore, when implementing
the fiscalization of self-service devices, no invoice is issued to the customer, but only the sale is fiscalized
and sent to the Tax Administration.
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DRAFT REGULATATION PUBLISHED: A PLAN TO GRADUALY CHANGE FROM KUNA TO EURO

The government published a detailed proposal for the National Plan for the Exchange of the Kuna into the
Euro, which sets out all the details regarding the conversion of the Kuna into the Euro. At the moment, the
date is set for January 1st, 2023.

DENMARK


INTRODUCTION OF FISCALIZATION

Starting from January 1st 2024, it will be mandatory to use digital cash register in the following areas:





Cafes, pubs, discos, etc.
Pizzerias, grill bars, ice cream parlors, etc.
Grocers and 24-hour kiosks
Restaurants

Additionally, the Ministry of Taxation has the option of ordering individual companies to use a digital
registration system as a sanction in addition to a fine, earlier than 2024, if they find errors in tax and VAT
payments.
According to unofficial local sources, it is expected that fiscal law will be soon implemented in all areas.

FRANCE


END OF AUTOMATIC RECEIPT PRINTING

From January 2020, the anti-waste law puts an end to the systematic printing of receipts without the
customer clearly expressing his wish to obtain proof of his purchase.
This is applicable since September 2020 to transactions that are less then EUR 10, from 2021 to transactions
less then EUR 20, and from 2022 to transactions less that EUR 30.


PROMOTION OF CONTACTLESS PAYMENTS IN ORDER TO PREVENT AND FIGHT CORONAVIRUS

With the implementation of barrier measures to combat the spread of the coronavirus, contactless
payment has boomed. The spending limit on contactless card payments was increased from € 30 to € 50.
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B2B E-INVOICING FROM 2023

The French Finance Bill 2021 was amended in the first week of November to include the rollout of einvoicing in France, starting from January 1st 2023. This will cover domestic B2B invoices initially. France is
likely to follow the Italian e-invoice model, with the requirement for live submission and approval of the
sales invoices to the tax authority's portal.

GERMANY


TSE IMPLEMENTATION DEADLINE POSTPONED

Even though both the German Federal Ministry of Finance and DFKA confirmed at the beginning of July
that there would be no additional extension of the deadline for TSE implementation, it was announced on
July 10, 2020, that the federal states of Bavaria, Hesse, Lower Saxony, North Rhine-Westphalia, and
Hamburg will postpone the non-complaint rule. Other federal states followed.
The new date is set to March 31, 2021 (previously September 30, 2020).


RETURNING TO PRE-PANDEMIC VAT RATES

The temporary sales tax rate reductions due to COVID-19 will end on December 31st, 2020. The German
Federal Ministry of Finance explains in the letter dated November 4th, 2020, the details of the return to
standard tax rates.
In short, from January 1st, 2021, the standard tax rate in Germany will increase again to 19%, and the
reduced tax rate to 7%. A special regulation exists for restaurant sales, for which a reduced tax rate of 7%
is applicable until June 30, 2021.

GREECE


NEW FISCAL REQUIREMENTS

New fiscal requirements encompass following:
 Certified VAT registers report each transaction to the tax authorities in real-time, intending to
improve the completeness of tax reporting and reduce non-reported cash transactions.
 Registers will generally feed transaction data to the Greek online tax portal, Taxis, on a live basis,
but may operate on a daily-batch upload basis.
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 Receipts will include a unique QR code
Launching of live e-invoice reporting and electronic VAT ledgers are also set.

HUNGARY


SAF-T FILE IN 2021?

According to some unofficial information, Hungary is planning to introduce SAF-T in 2021. This is yet to be
confirmed officially.


E-INVOICING 3.0

Starting January 2021:

All resident taxpayers must use XML version 3.0 in their online invoicing reports.

Businesses registered in Hungary for VAT purposes will have to report the invoices they issue to
individuals (B2C) as well.

Businesses must declare export invoices, both intra-, and extra-EU.

ITALY


RECEIPT LOTTERY

In May 2020, Relaunch Decree changed the start date of the receipt lottery, moving it to January 1, 2021.


E-INVOICING EXTENSION TO CROSS-BORDER INVOICES

Italy plans to extend e-invoicing regime to cross-border invoices. And, will withdraw the requirement to
complete an Esterometro return.
It is expected that this will be applicable starting from January 2022.


E-INVOICING NEW STRUCTURE

Since October 1st, 2020, it is possible to send e-invoices according to the new version 1.6.1 that was
published back in April. Until December 31st, 2020, it is possible to use the old version.
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From 2021, however, as the adaption period expires, only the new version can be used to fill in the
electronic invoice.
Briefly, the new version contains a greater number of data, which allows the Revenue Agency to prepare
the Pre-filled VAT Return.
There are new fields related to the nature of the transaction (non-taxable or with reverse charge), and the
type of document.


CASH PAYMENT LIMITS

As of July 1st, 2020, the limit on the use of cash decreased from the current € 2999.99 to € 1999.99
This limit will remain until the end of 2021. From January 1st, 2022, the limit will be € 999.99
For transactions carried out against foreign tourists, the exemption regime that allows the use of cash up
to € 15000, in compliance with the envisaged conditions, remains applicable.


PROMOTION OF CONTACTLESS PAYMENTS IN ORDER TO PREVENT AND FIGHT CORONAVIRUS

The maximum limit for contactless payment via credit/debit cards without obligatory PIN code entering will
be increased from the current EUR 25 up to EUR 50 from January 1st, 2021.

MONTENEGRO


NEW FISCAL LAW

New Fiscal law provided the legal basis for the implementation of the software fiscalization project that
would enable submission of data to the Tax Administration in real-time via the internet connection and
fiscal service.
The government should soon consider the proposal of the Ministry of Finance to postpone the obligatory
electronic fiscalization until July 1st next year for all those who are not ready to start with the new way of
recording transactions from January 1, 2021.

NORWAY


REDUCED RATE FOR TOURISM ADDITIONALLY EXTENDED
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Due to the covid-19 pandemic, the Norwegian Government has introduced several emergency measures
earlier this year. The services previously subjected to the low VAT rate of 12% are now temporarily reduced
to 6% from the 31st of March 2020. The temporary reduction of the VAT rate was expected to last until the
end of October 2020.
According to the latest announcements, the reduced VAT rate of 6% will be applicable until the 1st of July
2021.


SAF-T FILE MUST BE IMPLEMENTED

The Directorate of Taxes will no longer accept that bookkeepers have not implemented SAF-T accounts
without the necessary exemptions.
It was previously accepted that bookkeepers could delay the implementation of SAF-T accounts due to the
outbreak of corona in March. Now, it is assumed that the necessary functionality is in place.

POLAND


CASH REGISTER IN FORM OF SOWTWARE

Sellers will be able to use virtual cash registers (CR in the form of SW) and send electronic receipts from
them if the buyer agrees.
Virtual cash registers could not, however, be used by taxpayers whose sales during the last two years have
exceeded the equivalent of EUR 10 million. Such a limit would mean that large taxpayers cannot use virtual
cash registers.


SIMLIFIED INVOICES EXPLANATION

In October, official explanations regarding the fiscal receipts considered as simplified invoices were
published on the website of the Ministry of Finance.
As a conclusion and general remainder:

For a B2B transaction a VAT-Invoice should always be issued

For a B2C transaction a VAT-Invoice must not be issued if the receipt contains NIP/VAT number

For a B2C transaction it is allowed to issue a VAT-Invoice (for a sale under 450 PLN) if the receipt
does not contain NIP/VAT-number
In November, new consultations were opened in order to change the meaning of simplified invoice.
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Consultations were closed and luckily MF decided not to proceed with additional changes.


SWITCHING TO ONLINE CASH REGISTERS

The deadline for replacing old type cash registers with online cash registers is approaching.
From January 1, 2021, online checkouts will be used by taxpayers in the catering industry, short-term
accommodation services, and the sale of coal.


E-INVOICES - VOLUNTARY FROM 2021, MANDATORY FROM 2023?

On December 17, 2020, the Ministry of Finance announced that the draft act on e-invoices and the central
database of e-invoices - the National System of e-invoices (KSeF) will soon be submitted to public
consultations.
E-invoices will be a type of electronic invoices issued and received through the KSeF. At the end of 2021, einvoices are to be implemented on a voluntary basis, and then, from 2023, on a mandatory basis.


SAF-T FILE

The obligation to submit the new SAF-T (JPK_VAT) files, together with a VAT declaration, started on the 1st
of October 2020 for all VAT payers.
Since October 1, 2020, JPK files, including new JPK_VAT files with a declaration, signed with a trusted profile,
qualified signature, or authorization data, can only be submitted through the new REST API gateway.

PORTUGAL


B2G E-INVOICES

According to the legislation in force, the large companies that supply the Public Administration must start
using electronic invoicing mechanisms from January 1, 2021. However, according to this governmental
decision, by March 31, 2021, invoices issued and sent in PDF count as electronic invoices.
As for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), the deadline has been extended from December 31,
2020, to June 30, 2021. Micro-enterprises and public entities as co-contractors have the deadline extended
from December 31, 2020, to December 31, 2021.
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QR CODE AND THE UNIQUE DOCUMENT CODE (ATCUD) ON INVOICE

In August, Ordinance No. 195/2020 which regulates the requirements for the creation of the twodimensional bar code (QR code) and the unique document code (ATCUD) was published.
This ordinance was supposed to come into force on the 1st of January, 2021.
In the second half of October, the TA promulgated the new order which postpones the obligation to include
the ATCUD in the invoices and other fiscally relevant documents to the 1st of January, 2022 (previously,
the 1st of January, 2021).
However, the QR code should be included from the 1st of January, 2021.

ROMANIA


SAF-T FILE FROM SUMMER 2021 AS A PART OF ANAF TRANSFORMATION?

According to some unofficial sources, at the moment most likely in the summer of 2021 SAF-T will become
operational and consistent results will be seen in the collection to the state budget from 2022 and 2023.


ONLINE COMMUNICATION WITH ANAF

The obligation to ensure the remote connection of the electronic fiscal cash registers, in order to transmit
fiscal data to the National Agency for Fiscal Administration (ANAF), belongs to the economic operators.
The transition from Profile 0 to Profile 1 shall be performed exclusively by the service technician of the
authorized distributor or accredited service unit. Please contact your provider/servicer of cash registers in
order to switch from Profile 0 to Profile 1 and remain compliant with fiscal regulations.
Although the final connection deadline was the end of January 2021 for small and medium taxpayers, it
seems that those in finance have decided to extend this deadline until the end of March 2021.


ALL TAXPAYERS MUST HAVE CASH REGISTERS WITH ELECTRONIC JOURNAL

At the meeting of November 27th 2020, the Government adopted a decision that in case when the
irregularities are found - penalties will be applicable immediately.
Until the mentioned date, the company was not directly sanctioned when ANAF had founded a lack of the
new type of cash register.
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Thus, from now on, if the control body finds the absence of the new fiscal electronic cash register, the
company will receive a fine directly, ranging from 8000 lei to 10000 lei, as confiscation of unjustified
amounts, as well as suspension of the activity of the economic operator at the unit for sale of goods or
provision of services, until the endowment with fiscal electronic cash register and presentation of proof of
payment of the fine, or half of its amount, as the case may be, to the ascertaining body.
The normative act will enter into force 30 days after it will be published in the Official Gazette.

REPUBLIC OF SERBIA


NEW FISCAL LAW

The upgraded system will introduce combinations of software and hardware fiscalization and ensure realtime delivery of all indicators that will be available immediately on the Tax Administration server and will
remain stored in the device memory available for the control authorities.
The implementation of the new law is planned for January 1, 2022.


E-INVOICING IMPLEMENTATION

Electronic invoices are another step towards the digitalization of business that will make everyday work
easier for companies. The Ministry of Finance states that their full implementation will begin on January 1,
2022. The drafting of the law on electronic invoicing is in progress, considering the best practice in the
European Union, as well as the relevant directives and standards - as said in the Ministry.
According to them, the adoption of that law is expected during the first quarter of 2021 at the latest.

SLOVENIA


EXCHANGE OF DIGITAL CERTIFICATES FOR SIGNING TRANSACTIONS

In November, 4224 users of tax cash registers had to obtain a new dedicated digital certificate, and, in
December, another 21904 such users. The total number of users of tax cash registers is 86841.
Users of tax cash registers were required to obtain a new dedicated digital certificate before the deadline
and replace the certificate at the tax cash register.
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SLOVAKIA


QR CODE AS A MANDATORY RECEIPT ELEMENT

From 01.01.2020, all receipts must contain the QR code. All cash documents issued after 01.01.2020 must
contain the QR code. Only such cash documents are issued by the cash registers connected in the eKasa
system. The customer can easily verify the cash receipts issued in this way via the free app.

SPAIN


LIMITATION OF CASH PAYMENTS

In order to fight the grey economy, the Tax Authority wants to reduce limits for cash payments from the
current EUR 2500 to EUR 1000.
Until the new bill comes into force, operations in which any of the intervening parties act as an
entrepreneur or professional, and that have an amount equal to/greater than 2500 EUR, or the equivalent
in foreign currency, cannot be paid in cash.
However, this limit can reach 15000 euros, or its equivalent in foreign currency, when the payer is a natural
person who justifies that he does not have his tax domicile in Spain and is not acting as an entrepreneur or
professional.
The bill can take between three and five months from when the Council of Ministers sends it to Parliament
until it is approved in Congress and promulgated by the king and published in the Official Journal.


TICKETBAI START DELAYED TO JANUARY 1, 2022

The project was scheduled to start in Gipuzkoa on January 1, 2021, and, from then on, gradually spread
out.
The Provincial Council of Gipuzkoa has decided to delay the start of the BAI Ticket for one year, until January
1, 2022, due to the situation generated by COVID-19.


SII NEW VERSION

Earlier this year, a new version of the validations and errors document, applicable as of January 1, 2021,
has been published.
We remind you that since October 1, 2020, the new validations are available in the test environment.
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THE CZECH REPUBLIC


RECEIPT LOTTERY CANCELLED

The jubilee 30th draw of the Receipt, which took place on April 15th, 2020, was also the last one. In
connection with the state of emergency and the related change in budgetary priorities, the Ministry of
Finance abolished the receipt lottery.
The cancellation of the Receipt was an unplanned and inevitable step in the current emergency state due
to COVID-19.


FISCALIZATION ON HOLD

The postponement of the obligation for electronic registration of sales until December 31, 2022, for the
entities that fell into the first two waves (for example wholesale, retail, catering, and accommodation
services) as well as for the entities that originally planned to start the registration after May 1, 2020, was
officially confirmed on November 2, 2020. The obligation to record sales thus arises for entities, regardless
of the stage of sales records, as of January 1, 2023. The suspension concerns the normal, simplified, and
special regime of sales records.
The suspension of EET means that, by the end of 2022, taxpayers do not have to send sales data to the Tax
Authority, do not have to issue receipts in accordance with the Sales Registration Act, and do not have an
obligation to place an information notice.

UKRAINE

NUMBER OF FISCAL RECEIPTS ISSUED THROUGH SW CASH REGISTER IS SHOWING INCREASING
TREND
Approximately 90% of the registered SW CR are used by financial companies, approximately 2.6% of SW CR
are used by business entities in the field of trade, and 7.4% in the provision of tourist services, maintenance
and repair of vehicles, hairdressing, medical and dental services, and restaurant business.
As stated here, in the retail area, classic HW CR are still dominant.
According to the TA, these statistics show that the businesses are ready to work in the legal field and show
their real income.
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At the moment, the President of Ukraine submitted to the parliament a bill on postponing the introduction
of the cash register. It is also proposed to reduce fines and cancel compensation to customers for the
complaint.
On December 1st, the Ukrainian parliament postponed the introduction of cash registers for sole
proprietors.


NEW RECEIPT ELEMENTS DEFINED

According to Order No 306 issued in June 2020, since the 1st of August 2020, new elements and fields are
added to fiscal receipt.
Extension period until the 1st of August 2021 is granted in order to implement new requirements.

Limitation of liability: Whilst every attempt is made to ensure that the information provided herein is correct and complete, JB Fiscal Consulting
cannot be held responsible in any way for any errors or omissions. We cannot guarantee completeness. The given data, explanations and
interpretation of the Laws and related information do not constitute as a legal advice. Please contact us if you have any concerns about the
information provided.
Any unauthorized copying, alteration, distribution, transmission, performance, display or other use of this material is prohibited.
Cover page design by Freepik descargarportadas.com
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Why JB Fiscal Consulting?
At JB Fiscal Consulting we help retail technology providers and global retailers overcome the biggest hurdles
during their international expansion and keep them in compliance with the constantly changing fiscal
environment. When we say the international expansion, we really mean it as our geography portfolio that,
at the moment, includes more than 20 fiscal countries!
The firm’s core consulting team, supported by some of the best talent available, provides a wide range of
services that include, but not limited to:








Consulting Sessions
Regulatory Monitoring
Documentation Preparation
Ongoing Support
Custom Projects
Project management

The client portfolio includes some of the largest point-of-sale technology companies and global retailers
(including HORECA) from Canada, the United States, Europe, and the UK.
When it comes to our partners, we are very proud to work with the leading point-of-sale system providers
around the globe.
Please feel free to ask us for references!
Need to get and/or to remain compliant? Get in touch!
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